Child Neglect: 1 - minute Guide			

If you have concerns about the safety and welfare of a child, and are not sure what to do next, contact the East Riding Early Help and Safeguarding Hub on 01482 395500

What is neglect?
Neglect is defined in Working Together 2018 as:
The persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: 
provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or abandonment) 
protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger 
ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate caregivers) 
ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment 
It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs.

What types of neglect might children and young people experience?
The Graded Care Profile 2 child neglect assessment tool (see below) identifies four areas of care of children: physical (e.g. health, housing, nutrition), safety (e.g. in the home, online), emotional (e.g. responsiveness) and developmental (e.g. stimulation, engagement with education).
Jan Horwarth (2007) identified six different types of neglect, which incorporate these areas of care, and may include the following:
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What is the impact of neglect for children at different ages?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research has shown that children and young people’s experiences of neglect, and the short and long term impact it has on them, can vary with age. For example:
Prenatal neglect - adverse experiences during pregnancy have been linked with a number of poor outcomes, including low birth weight, premature birth, higher risk of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) and impaired cognitive and social functioning.
Infancy (birth - 2 years) - disinterest or failure to offer stimulation (e.g. through games like ‘peek-a-boo’ will limit the child’s cognitive development as well as their attachment, since babies learn and develop neural connections and cognitive functioning through interaction with the world and with their caregivers.
Pre-school (2 - 4 years) - children of this age tend to be mobile, but lack understanding of danger and need close supervision for their physical protection, which neglectful families may not provide; neglected children may not be appropriately toilet trained, and their language and other development may be delayed.
Primary (5 - 11 years) - if neglected children have delayed cognitive development, school can be a source of frustration and distress; signs of neglect such as dirty clothing will be apparent, which may lead to embarrassment and social difficulties; lack of boundaries may result in difficulty in following school rules, and if neglect includes failure to ensure school attendance their attainment is likely to be affected.
Adolescence (12 - 18 years) - neglect is likely to have an impact on the ability to form and maintain friendships; there may have been little assistance in developing healthy eating habits, or food preparation; risk-taking behaviour e.g. alcohol or substance use, risky sexual behaviour or criminal activity may be attributed to or exacerbated by a lack of parental supervision. Teens may be abandoned or made homeless.

Why is neglect such a problem?
Neglect is the most common type of abuse experienced by children and young people in England; figures from 2017 recorded neglect as the primary need for approx. 44% of children and young people on Child Protection Plans.
Prenatal neglect may be associated with: failure to attend prenatal appointments or to follow medical advice; smoking; and/ or experiencing domestic abuse during pregnancy.
Neglect may exist alongside a range of parental adversities e.g. substance misuse, mental ill-health, domestic abuse, poverty and exclusion and other forms of abuse, all of which can have a negative impact on long-term outcomes for children, and need intervention.
The long-term, often lifelong, impacts of neglect can include obesity, heart disease, poverty, mental ill-health, substance misuse, difficulty with relationships and neglect of own children.

How do we respond to neglect in East Riding?
If you are you’re worried about a child, and not sure what to do; or, you are concerned that a child is suffering, or at risk of, significant harm, you must contact EHaSH on 01482 395500.
In East Riding, when practitioners recognise and identify neglect within a family, they must refer to the ERSCB Neglect Practice Guidance, available on the East Riding Safeguarding Children Board Neglect webpage.
If appropriate, the Graded Care Profile 2 tool can be used to assess the level of care the child receives (NB. The practitioner leading this assessment MUST be licensed to use the GCP2). More information on Graded Care Profile 2 is available on the NSPCC GCP2 webpages. 
The holistic needs of the child(ren) and family should be assessed following the East Riding Assessment guidance available on the East Riding Safeguarding Children Board procedures and guidance webpage.
You should seek advice and information from your line manager and safeguarding lead. 
You can seek advice and information through EHaSH on 01482 395500.

Training
You can access training on Awareness of Child Neglect, and Graded Care Profile 2 licensed training via the East Riding Safeguarding Children Board webpage.
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